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Memo
To:	 Applicants	
From:	Thomas Preiato, Building Inspector
CC:	
Date:	7/22/2015
Re:	Substantial Improvement Determination and Related Information for Purposes of the Building Moratorium
This information and its attachment are being provided to clarify issues regarding the Building Moratorium that has been adopted for the construction of New Single Family Dwellings and improvements to Existing Single Family Dwellings (including demolitions). There are exclusions to the Moratorium; therefore, it is highly recommended that the Moratorium document be thoroughly reviewed for the detailed particulars (available through the Building Department or Clerk’s Office).
This office will primarily be using the “Assessed Value Method” based on the assessment provided by the Tax Assessor for taxation purposes to determine the value of a dwelling. The value of the land and certain other improvements (i.e.: swimming pools and accessory structures) will be excluded. Should an applicant wish to use an independent appraisal prepared by a professional appraiser, it will be reviewed by this office on a case by case basis and possibly be accepted.
Please see the attached list of items to be included and excluded from the cost of improvements in the determination of Substantial Improvements. The project cost is to be prepared and notarized by a licensed contractor or an architect and submitted to the Building Department.
Simply put, once the value of the dwelling and the cost of improvements is obtained and it is determined by this office that the improvements are equal to or greater than 50% of the value of the dwelling, the project is subject to the Moratorium and applications will not be accepted by this office until further notice. 
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